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and you’ll invariably find
hard core professionals who
are thoroughly dedicated to
this business of defending
freedom. I tip my old hard
hat to every blessed one of

3 »

em.

ld TAT on Basic
Airmanship:
“A few years back
I used to get my
kicks giving proficiency
checks in the terrible T-bird...
about as docile a machine as
one can find. In those days
the proficiency check in-
cluded a vertical recovery
along with the usual get it up
and back in one chunk rou-
tine. Now there ain’t nothing
complex about a vertical re-
covery... but a marked
percentage of the T-bird driv-
ers used to make it a lot more
interesting than necessary.
Just as soon as the nose
dropped thru the
horizon, these
characters would
whomp back on
the stick like it
was the answer to
all their problems.
Perhaps the nose
crossing the horizon was
some sort of signal to ‘em.
Guess they figured the bird
couldn’t stall once the nose
was headed downhill.
“Could be these guys
slipped through flying school
without getting any solid
training in basic aerobatics.
A pity, because this is the
kind of training that helps
keep a fighter pilot out of
trouble. It is training that
applies to all aircraft from
the J-3 cub to the F-4 Phan-
tom and should be firmly and
thoroughly covered in flying

school where the birds are
tolerant — and cheap.

“Some troops may have
been adequately exposed, but
did not retain the fundamen-
tals. Regardless, all IP types
should be alert to this type
and spend a good many extra
hours with them in a two
seater before launching them
on their own.”

“I’ve never been impressed
with the bank and yank art-
ists... all that stick churning
may look aggressive and hot,
but it is guaranteed to kill off
speed and keep the hot one
from being first to the fight.
Which, I strongly suspect,
may be the true motive be-
hind many such displays.
Like a dog that puts up a big
growling, snarling front but
somehow

smooth ones;
make flying look easy.”

“I have no quarrel with
trying to do everything pos-
sible to keep an ailing engine
running long enough to re-
cover at the nearest suitable
airpatch, that’s what we
draw fright pay for... how-
ever, I do think a fella should
face the facts.

December 19885

“To begin with, when you
need power from a failing
engine to keep you in the air,
do your darndest to keep it
running. The experts all
agree that it is easier to keep
it going than it is to restart
it once you've shut it down.
Now I said FAILING en-
gine... and am not talking
about the J-79 when it com-
pressor stalls. This is a
different problem with its
own unique cues and cure.

“If you are unable to keep
your engine running, or if it
crumps out with shudders,
overtemperature and other
signs of an obvious failure,
stopcock it and forget it.
You’ll waste time trying an
airstart and may have better
uses for your time... like set-
ting up a flameout landing,

getting
ready to
punch
out,

: your con-
trol system or otherwise
compounded your problems.”

“WHEN MAKING a pre-
cautionary landing or
flameout approach, keep your
speed right on best glide
speed. As long as you have
recommended flameout ap-
proach speed, you can roll the
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